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Half UK homes 'could be heated by waste’

% Half of the UK's homes could be heated with renewable gas made
1) | from waste such as sewage and food scraps, according to a report
from the National Grid.

The study claimed that delivering biogas to UK households would
have a similar cost to developing other renewable technologies.

Both wet and dry waste can be processed to create biogas and the
leftover matter can be used as fertiliser.

At the moment, biogas is burned to generate electricity at a few sites,
though the report claims injecting it into the gas networks would be a
more efficient use.




Janine Freeman, head of National Grids Sustainable Gas Group:
"Biogas has benefits on so many fronts. It is renewable and could help
to meet the target of 15 per cent of all our energy coming from
renewable sources by 2020.

"It provides a solution for what to do with our waste with the decline in
landfill capacity and it would help the UK with a secure supply of gas
as North Sea sources run down."

Trial produces encouraging results for backers of p ersonal carbon
budgets

N Every person in the UK could have their own carbon budget in just
@J over a decade to encourage individuals to cut their global warming
emissions, the head of the most comprehensive trial of the idea has
predicted.

Personal carbon allowances set a limit on the emissions that can be
produced by an individual's activities, such as driving and heating
homes. People could switch to greener products and services or
simply do without to meet their allowances. The idea also allows
people to sell credits if they do not use the full limit or buy credits if
they go over the budget through indulging in highly polluting activities
such as flying or simply consuming too much.

The idea has been promoted for years by visionary environmentalists
as a way of reducing emissions. But it was given credibility by the
support of David Miliband, the former environment and now foreign
secretary, and the launch of a three-year study by the Royal Society
for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (RSA).
However, critics fear an "Orwellian" future in which every transaction
would be watched and judged. (Extract)

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/feb/03/personal-carbon-
allowances

UK climate change sustainable development indicator : 2007 greenhouse
gas emissions, final figures

“2| | DECC today [3 February] publishes final 2007 estimates of UK
222) | greenhouse gas emissions.
Greenhouse gas emissions - headline results

* In 2007, UK emissions of the basket of six greenhouse gases
covered by the Kyoto Protocol were estimated to be 636.6 million
tonnes carbon dioxide equivalent. This was 1.7 per cent lower than
the 2006 figure of 647.9 million tonnes.

* Carbon dioxide (COZ2) is the main greenhouse gas, accounting for
about 85 per cent of total UK greenhouse gas emissions in 2007. In
2007, UK net emissions of carbon dioxide were estimated to be 542.6
million tonnes (Mt). This was around 1.5 per cent lower than the 2006




figure of 551.1 (Mt). There were decreases in emissions of 1.8 per
cent (4.0 Mt) from the energy supply sector, 4.6 per cent (3.8 Mt) from
the residential sector, and 2.6 per cent (2.4 Mt) from the business
sector. There were, however, increases in emissions from some other
sectors, including 1.0 per cent (1.3 Mt) from the transport sector and
9.5 per cent (1.2 Mt) from industrial processes. These sectors define
the source of the emissions, as opposed to where the end-use
occurred.

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaselD=391849&
NewsArealD=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False

Recession must not impact on efforts to tackle clim ate change
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Lord Adair Turner, Chairman of the CCC told a hearing at the
Environmental Audit Committee (EAC) at the House of Commons
that short term concerns about the economy must not be allowed to
slow down progress on meeting targets to tackle climate change. He
said that it was vital that dramatic cuts in emissions were made soon
in the UK in order that the country was on track to meet the 80%
reduction target set for 2050. Even if this target is met, it is likely that
global temperatures will rise by 2 degrees causing harm to human
welfare, the environment and the economy. The CCC'’s Chief
Executive, David Kennedy added that “it is prudent to do as much as
we can now in order that the risk of dangerous climate change is
contained”.

The CCC is currently preparing its first progress report to be
published in September 2009, which will show how the UK is
performing in relation to meeting emissions targets. September’s
report will look at renewable heat generation, renewable power,
attitude and behavioural change, carbon capture and storage (CCS),
electric cars, and the potential for reducing emissions in the
agricultural sector. Most sectors will have to cut their emissions to
below a 10th of their current level by 2050 to meet the targets. Lord
Turner said it was logical to cut emissions where it was “easier” and
there were alternatives. “If it is more feasible to reduce emissions by
95 per cent in electricity generation and by O per cent in aviation than
80 per cent for both, it is a better deal for society to have 95 and 0,”
he told the EAC.

http://www.theccc.org.uk/news/headline-news/recession-must-not-
impact-on-efforts-to-tackle-climate-change-4-february-2009

Green

light for three new power stations to power 4 million homes

Energy and Climate Change Minister Mike O'Brien today [5 February]
granted consent for three new power stations capable of providing
approximately four million homes with electricity to be constructed at
Pembroke, King's Lynn and Hatfield.

The new gas fired power stations will produce around 4 gigawatts of
nower and will heln to secure the future sunolv of enerav for British




households.

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaselD=391984&
NewsArealD=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False

Norfolk road transport emits more carbon
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Emissions from road transport in Norfolk are to be tackled by the
launch of a county-wide climate change programme.

Norfolk produces more carbon emissions per person than the national
average and a larger proportion of its emissions come from road
transport.

On average Britons emit 7.4 tons of CO2 per person, but in Norfolk
that rises to 8 tons, according to 2006 figures.

And, while overall road transport accounts for 22.8 per cent of
emissions, in the county cars, trucks, vans and buses account for 31.4
per cent.

According to the Eastern Daily Press, poor rural transport links are to
blame for the high level of emissions from road transport. (Extract)

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Resources/Daily-news/Travel-
Plan/Norfolk-road-transport-emits-more-
carbon/(energysavingtrust)/162452

Scienti

sts plan emergency summit on climate change
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Scientists are to hold an emergency summit to warn the world's
politicians they are being too timid in their response to global warming.

Climate experts from across the world will gather in Copenhagen next
month to agree a stark message to policy makers, which they hope
will break the political deadlock on efforts to curb rising temperatures.
The meeting follows "disturbing" studies that suggest global warming
could strike harder and faster than expected.

It comes ahead of a year of high-level political discussions on climate
change, which climax with international negotiations in Copenhagen in
December, where officials will try to hammer out a successor to the
Kyoto protocol. (Extract)

http://www.gquardian.co.uk/environment/2009/feb/09/scientists-summit-
climate-change




Minister celebrates Eco-Schools success
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Over half of schools in England have achieved Eco-School status,
Environment Secretary Hilary Benn announced today [9 February].

Visiting Long Eaton Secondary School in Derbyshire Mr Benn
congratulated pupilson turning their school into an environmentally
friendly flagship Eco-School.

Run by Keep Britain Tidy on behalf of Defra, the Eco-Schools
programme is an international award scheme that encourages
children and teachers to make their school more environmentally-
friendly and sustainable. By following a simple seven step process
covering themes ranging from litter and waste, to health-living and
biodiversity, schools work towards gaining Bronze, Silver and the
highest level Green Flag. (Extract)

http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2009/090209b.htm

Government to unveil long-term renewable heat plans

The UK's plans for renewable heat are set to be revealed today [12
February], as the government unveils its Heat and Energy Efficiency
Strategy.

It is anticipated that the strategy will set out to promote renewable
heat, and include a number of measures to reduce the UK's
dependence on fossil fuels for heating homes and businesses.

The strategy is likely to include provisions for subsidies for renewable
technologies such as solar thermal, ground and air source heat
pumps, and biomass boilers.

But ahead of the launch, officials from the Department of Energy and
Climate Change (DECC) told press that energy efficiency measures
are likely to feature just as prominently as renewable heat. (Extract)

http://newenergyfocus.com/do/ecco.py/view item?listid=1&listcatid=32
&listitemid=2247&section=Legislation

Welsh local authorities offered £26m fund for bioga s projects
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Local authorities across Wales are being given £26 million to invest in
anaerobic digestion facilities to turn municipal food waste into biogas.

Environment minister Jane Davidson announced the funding today [12
February] at the Wales Waste National Conference in Cardiff, pointing
to the benefits of the renewable energy-producing technology.

Through the Strategic Capital Investment Fund, councils in Wales will
have £6 million funding available to help them in procurement, with
£20 million funds allocated for capital investment (Extract)




http://newenergyfocus.com/do/ecco.py/view item?listid=1&listcatid=32
&listitemid=2248&section=Bioenerqy%20%26%20Waste

Peterb

orough council signals energy-from-waste futu re for city

Peterborough city council has agreed not to stand in the way of a
£250 million energy-from-waste and biomass power proposal for the

M| | east of the city.

—

E? The council's cabinet made the pledge to back the proposal by

E Peterborough Renewable Energy Ltd (PREL) at the same time the
council itself submitted a planning application for a different energy-
from-waste plant for a site nearby. (Extract)
http://newenergyfocus.com/do/ecco.py/view_item?listid=1&listcatid=32
&listitemid=2211&section=Bioenergy%20%26%20Waste
Municipal waste management statistics - Provisional Quarter 1 - 2008/09

%@ Defra today [12 February] published provisional estimates from the

—= | Department’s survey of municipal waste in England, incorporating the

M| | first quarter of the 2008/09 financial year (April to June 2008). These

results are based on information supplied by local authorities to
WasteDataFlow.

Key findings

To minimise the effects of seasonal fluctuations, comparisons are
made between the year April 2007 to March 2008 and the year July
2007 to June 2008, i.e. encompassing the provisional results for the
quarter April to June 2008.

Total municipal waste decreased by just over 0.2 million tonnes in the
year to end June 2008, decreasing from 28.5 million tonnes to 28.3
million tonnes, or 0.7%. A decrease in total household waste was
observed, from 25.3 to 25.2 million tonnes. Less waste was sent to
landfill, decreasing from 15.5 to 15.1 million tonnes.

There was an increase in the household recycling rate, from the
average rate of 34.5% between April 2007 and March 2008 to 35.5%
between July 2007 and June 2008. The average residual household
waste (which is the amount of household waste which is not recycled)
decreased from 329kg per head between April 2007 and March 2008
to 321 kg per head between July 2007 and June 2008. (Extract)

Press release: http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2009/090212a.htm




Heat and Energy Saving Strategy — DECC consultation s 12 February
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Working together, we know we need to transform the attitudes and
actions of us all when it comes to heat and energy efficiency. We need
a radical shift in our use of energy and heat in our homes to meet our
ambition of an 80% greenhouse gas reduction by 2050.

We are inviting comments on three consultation papers that set out
the Government’s near and longer term proposals for mobilising and
supporting this change:

Heat and Enerqy Saving Strategy (HES), setting out the Government’s
longer-term ambitions for how we use energy in our homes and
businesses;

The design of the Community Energy Saving Programme (CESP),
which aims to deliver significant packages of energy efficiency
measures to households in low-income communities;

A 20% increase to the Carbon Emission Reduction Target (CERT) on
major energy suppliers, driving significant investment in GB household
energy and carbon saving by March 2011.

We aim to formulate a successful strategy for national and local
government to help people individually, and as a part of their
community, to heat and power their homes and businesses in an
affordable, secure and low carbon way.

We welcome your responses to these documents.
http://www.decc.gov.uk/consultations/index.htm

Insurers call for action on adaptation

The Association of British Insurers (ABI) has launched a new research
report on climate change, flood risk, new building developments and
insurance. ABI recommends that new developments need to take
account of the different environment they will experience over their
lifetime, in particular increases in flood risk. The report says that
insurers want flood risk managed by changes in design, planning and
investment policy, to help ensure that they can continue to offer
affordable insurance. More details are available from the ABI website
at
http://www.abi.org.uk/Newsreleases/viewNewsRelease.asp?nrid=172
24 and
http://www.abi.org.uk/BookShop/ResearchReports/Climate%20Adapta
tion%20Guide%20Final.pdf




Heat and Energy Saving Strategy - LGA briefing 12 F  ebruary

Tin The LGA has produced an "On the day briefing" further to the
—J | government's publication today of three consultations:
Changes to the Carbon Emissions Reduction Target (CERT)
The new Community Energy Saving Programme (CESP)
The Heat and Energy saving strategy
We would encourage member councils to respond to the
consultations. Further information and the consultations are available
at http://decc.gov.uk/consultations/index.htm
Please do not hesitate to contact Kirsty lvanoski in LGA public affairs
should you require any further information kirsty.ivanoski@Iga.gov.uk
020 7664 3120.
Read our on the day briefing on government consultations on heat
and energy saving strateqy (PDF, 2 pages, 111KB)
http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=1600382
Final call for LA Carbon Management Programme
Tifl There are a few final places available on the Local Authority Carbon

Management programme which starts in May 2009. This programme
provides technical and change management support to help Local
Authorities to draw up a Carbon Management Plans to cut carbon
emissions, and to embed carbon considerations across all Council
activity. To date 214 Local Authorities across the UK have worked
with us to develop their Carbon Management Plans. To apply, or to
find out more, please visit www.carbontrust.co.uk/la.

Final applications must be made by the 13th March.

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/nottingham/Nottingham-
Declaration/Resources-events-links/News-ltems/Final-call-for-LA-
Carbon-Management-Programme/(energysavingtrust)/171672

Exploring public attitudes to climate change and tr avel choices:
deliberative research

.\
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This DfT research provides a greater insight into public understanding
of climate change and how it relates to personal travel behaviours. It
explores the barriers and motivations for travel behaviour change, and
considers the role of information in increasing public awareness and
understanding of the issues.

For more information visit::
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/scienceresearch/social/climatechange/attitud

estoclimatechange.pdf




Consul

tation on the meaning of 'carbon neutral’

The Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) is consulting
on a draft definition of ‘carbon neutral' as follows:-

Carbon neutral means that - through a transparent process of
measuring emissions, reducing those emissions and offsetting any
unavoidable emissions - net calculated carbon emissions equal zero.

The definition could be used by individuals and organisations and in
relation to the products (goods and services) they provide.

The consultation also provides practical guidance on applying the
definition and sets out recommendations on what constitutes good
practice. DECC is seeking comments prior to publication of formal
guidance later this year. Responses must be submitted by 21 May
20009.

To download the consultation document and find out more about how
to respond, go to the DECC web page

Draft g

uide to reporting against NI 188 issued

Defra has issued draft guidance on how to report on progress against
NI 188 - planning to adapt to climate change. The draft guide
(available below) sets out the process for submitting data on N1188 to
the Data Interchange Hub and the requirements for completing a
supporting self assessment matrix.

The guide and matrix are currently in draft while Defra carry out
consultations during the regional N1188 adaptation workshops in
March/April. The consultation at the workshops will be focussing on
the examples of evidence so these may change in the final version.
However the structure of the matrix itself will not change which should
allow anyone to start using the draft matrix now.

Defra would welcome feedback on the matrix during the workshops or
via the Government Office. A final version of the guide and matrix will
be available in late March before the 1 April start of the N1188 data
submission. This document will be available when finalised via the
Government Offices and the Defra, CLG and Nottingham Declaration
websites.

The deadline for submission of NI1188 data is 29 May 09.

NI 188 Self-Assessment Matrix




Media News

Council to introduce hi-tech speed humps

Ealing council is to introduce new hi-tech speed humps that will
generate electricity as cars travel over them.

Observer p23 — 8 February

Surge

in homes on flood plains

The number of new homes being built in flood-risk areas is increasing
- despite a Government pledge to crack down on reckless developers.
A report by the Environment Agency, shows that local planners gave
the go-ahead for at least 16 major developments in at risk areas in
2007/08. In every case, town hall chiefs ignored objections from the
Environment Agency.

Mail p24 — 9 February

Quarter of UK homes to be offered a green makeover

More than one in four homes in the UK will be offered a complete eco-
makeover under ambitious plans expected to be announced this week
to slash fuel bills and cut global warming and pollution. The
announcement by energy and climate secretary, Ed Miliband, and the
communities and local government secretary, Hazel Blears, is
expected on Thursday [12 February].

Guardian p6 — 9 February

Record rise in rats as the rubbish piles up

Rats and other vermin are at record levels because of piles of
uncollected rubbish on the streets and the changes to fortnightly bin
collections, according to a firm responsible for dealing with vermin
problems. The LGA insisted properly binned rubbish would prevent
alternate weekly bin collections making rodent problems worse.

Mail p17, Mirror p24, Telegraph pl, Express p10 — 10 February

Rubbish piles up in the streets

Households across the country have suffered delays of up to seven
days as councils cancelled bin collections after the worst snowfall in
18 years. The LGA said collections were cancelled because of safety
fears but stressed there was no public health risk while binmen clear
the backlog. Environment board chairman Paul Bettison is quoted:
“Councils have been collecting bins wherever possible. In some areas,
the snow and freezing temperatures have meant that people’s safety
could have been put at risk if dustcarts were driving in dangerous, icy
conditions.”

Express P1 — 10 February




Public

authorities weather the storm, poll suggests

As many as two in five people think that local authorities and public
transport have done a good job of handling the recent snowstorms
and bad weather, according to the latest Populus poll for The Times.
The poll, undertaken over the weekend after the worst snow in
England for 18 years, shows a surprising degree of tolerance for the
plight of public authorities. This is highest in the South East, which
normally does not receive much snow and experienced unusually
severe disruption for a few days.

Times — 11 February

Eco town would lose £400m

A report commissioned by six local authorities found that the eco town
proposed for Middle Quinton near Stratford-upon-Avon would make a
loss of nearly £400m, even before obligations to pay for roads and
other infrastructure. The CBI will today call for planning applications to
be extended to avoid delays in development.

FT p4 — 26 February

Recycl

ing is all rubbish

Items recycled in Britain may end up in landfill because some are low
quality and will not sell, according to the Campaign for Real Recycling.
The group has criticised councils for using recycling methods which
collect a range of materials in one container, but Paul Bettison,
environment spokesman for the LGA, insisted quality could remain
high using a co-mingled collection method and argued it was the most
practical option for densely populated areas. He is quoted: “What is
right for an inner London borough is not right for a remote village. You
have to do whatever reduces landfill.”

Telegraph p10 — 27 February

Eco-town announcement delayed

Housing Minister, Margaret Beckett, yesterday announced that the
shortlist for eco-towns due to be published this month has been
delayed until after April to allow residents more time to respond.

The Times p4 — 27 February

Residents to get rewards for recycling in the war o n waste

A trial programme in the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead
will see residents rewarded for recycling under a scheme which aims
to reduce the amount of rubbish going to landfill.

Telegraph p9 — 28 February




