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�
�
New one stop shop to help businesses and communitie s go green 

 
 

Defra is bringing together a range of bodies under the leadership of 
WRAP (Waste and Resources Action Programme) to provide a one 
stop shop to help businesses, organisations and households become 
more resource efficient, Environment Secretary Hilary Benn 
announced today. 

 
The decision was made following the recommendations from the 
Delivery Landscape Review set up in February 2008 to examine the 
seven organisations funded by Defra which currently work on resource 
efficiency.  

 
Secretary of State for the Environment, Hilary Benn said: 

 
“All these organisations have done a great job in helping businesses 



and households to use resources more efficiently. But we know that 
some customers were confused by the myriad of services and bodies, 
so that is why we are making these changes.  

 
“Now, under WRAP leadership we will provide a one stop shop for 
resource efficiency advice, and this should make it quicker and easier 
for people to get what they need.” 

 
This simplification is in line with the cross-Government Business 
Support Simplification Programme which aims to make it easier for 
businesses to access Government help and advice.  
 
Further information: 
http://www.wrap.org.uk/ 
 
25 March 

�
Third sector taskforce on climate change and the en vironment launched 

 
 
 
 

A new taskforce launched today [23 March] will help the government 
and the not-for-profit sector to tackle climate change and 
environmental issues. 
 
The group will be jointly chaired by Defra, Department of Energy and 
Climate Change and Cabinet Office ministers, and third sector 
representatives. It will aim to identify specific actions that Government 
and the third sector can take together to tackle climate change, 
environmental problems and sustainable development. The 
Department for Communities and Local Government will also be 
represented on the taskforce.  
 
The taskforce was announced as part of Defra’s Third Sector Strategy 
in November 2008.  
 
Applications for membership of the taskforce are now invited from 
third sector organisations working in all fields – not just the 
environment. Recruitment is being coordinated by Green Alliance and 
the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO).  
 
Defra minister Huw Irranca-Davies said: 
 
“The taskforce will play a key role in helping us to reach communities 
through a medium that is easily accessible and that they trust. The 
third sector has unique access to a vast range of people and is ideally 
situated to help Government educate people about climate change 
and environmental matters.” 
 
Further information: 
http://www.green-alliance.org.uk/ 
http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/ 



 
23 March  

�
£1 million for local flood protection projects  

 
 

Three projects in Somerset, North Yorkshire and Derbyshire have 
received a total of £1 million from Defra to demonstrate how our 
natural resources can help protect against flooding. The funding is 
part of £28 million which Defra has allocated to fund projects that help 
communities adapt to changing flood risk in the face of climate 
change. 
 
The three successful projects are: 
 

·  Holnicote Estate, near Minehead in Somerset – project 
managed by the National Trust;  

·  Pickering Beck and River Seven, near Pickering, North 
Yorkshire – project managed by Forest Research; and  

·  Upper Derwent Valley, Derbyshire – project managed by the 
Environment Agency. 

 
Environment Minister Huw Irranca-Davies said: 
 
“As climate change takes hold we are already seeing flood risk 
around the country changing, so it’s important that we do all we can to 
protect ourselves and our communities.  
 
“These projects will look at ways of doing just that in communities that 
don’t have traditional flood defences, by changing the way that land is 
managed and trying things like creating wetlands and planting trees to 
hold water away from areas at risk of flooding.”  
 
The three projects will use land management techniques to manage 
local flood risk, for example by slowing down water flows through 
steep valleys and retaining water on lowland meadows. These 
techniques can also have wider environmental benefits including 
encouraging wildlife species to the area. 
 
Further information: 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environ/fcd/default.htm 
 
18 March 

�
Making the right choices for our future: An economi c framework for 
designing policies to reduce carbon emissions 

 
 

Defra and DECC have published (March 2009) a joint document 
setting out economic principles for use in selecting and designing 
policies to reduce the emissions of carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gasses. It will be especially useful to policy makers and 



those with and interest in the UK government’s economic approach to 
tackling climate change. 
 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/research/pdf/eco
nomicframework-0309.pdf 
 
16 March 

�
DECC Consultation on Draft Order to implement the C arbon Reduction 
Commitment (CRC) 

 
 

This is the third consultation on the development of the Carbon 
Reduction Commitment (CRC) scheme. Views are invited on the Draft 
CRC Order and on a few detailed elements of the policy developed 
since the previous consultation. 
 
CRC is scheduled to come into effect in April 2010. CRC is a cap and 
trade scheme which seeks to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from 
large non-energy intensive organisations in both the public and the 
private sector. It is designed to create a shift in awareness, behaviour 
and infrastructure. The scheme will involve approximately 5,000 
organisations and will deliver at least 4Mt CO2 savings by 2020 
through improvements in energy efficiency. 
 
By driving energy efficiency, the CRC will deliver emissions reductions 
cost-effectively, saving participant’s money, and enabling sustainable 
growth. This will yield a benefit to participants of £1billion by 
2020.Participants will also be rewarded for their improvements in 
energy efficiency by receiving a revenue recycling payment. 
Performance in the scheme will also be made public, adding a 
reputational incentive for participating organisations. 
 
Further information on the CRC policy and the development of the 
scheme is available on the Defra: 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/uk/business/crc/index.htm 
  
This consultation has been launched on 12 March 2009 and closes at 
17:00 on Thursday 04 June 2009.  
  
Responses should be sent to the relevant address listed in the 
consultation document, or by email to: 
crc2009consultation@decc.gsi.gov.uk 
 

12 March 

�
Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC) User Guide Publis hed 

 

A CRC User Guide has been published alongside the consultation 
package. The Guide provides potential CRC participants with 
guidance on how to prepare for the scheme and contains information 



 

on actions that they need to undertake when participating. This User 
guide can be downloaded from the Defra Carbon Commitment web 
page; 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/uk/business/crc/index.htm 

The User Guide is still a draft document that will be revised over the 
course of 2009 to incorporate any changes that may occur following 
the consultation. Should you have any feedback about how to 
improve the Guide, please use the response form available on the 
Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) website; 

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/consultations/crc/crc.aspx 

12 March 

�
DECC Consultation on the form and content of new Cl imate Change 
Agreements 

 
 

On 12 March 2009 DECC launched a consultation on the form and 
content of new Climate Change Agreements following the 
Government’s decision to extend the scheme (subject to State aid 
approval), until 2017. Current Climate Change Agreements expire in 
March 2013. 

The Government has reviewed the current Climate Change 
Agreements with a view to simplifying them for the benefit of business 
and government and to achieve greater coherence with other relevant 
climate change policy. It makes a number of proposals for changes to 
the form and content of existing Climate Change Agreements, on 
which the views of interested parties are sought. A number of 
questions are also raised about other possible changes to the 
Agreements on which the Government may decide to make proposals, 
subject to the nature of the responses it receives.  

Views and comments are welcome on the proposals and questions 
raised. Responses must be received by 4 June 2009 . The full 
consultation and details are available on the DECC website. 

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/consultations/climate_change
_agree/climate_change_agree.aspx 

12 March 

�
Surface water management plans guidance published 

 
 

To help local authorities deal with local flood risk, Defra has today 
published draft guidance for drawing up surface water management 
plans. 

As part of the Government response to Sir Michael Pitt’s review into 
the summer 2007 floods, it is proposed that local authorities will be 
given responsibility for co-ordinating the management of surface 
water flooding in their area in partnership with other relevant 



authorities.   

Six local authorities which have areas with a high risk of surface water 
flooding - Gloucestershire, Hull, Leeds, Richmond Upon Thames, 
Warrington, and Thatcham in West Berkshire – are receiving £50,000 
each to begin developing their surface water management plans 
using the draft guidance.   

However, the Government is encouraging all local authorities to take 
early action to improve the management of surface water and the 
guidance published today will help them to do so. 

The guidance is intended as a living draft and will be updated in the 
Autumn 2009 in response to feedback and lessons learned from the 
six trial areas.   

The draft guidance can be found at  

www.defra.gov.uk/environ/fcd/policy/surfacewaterdrainage.htm 

Sir Michael Pitt’s review into the summer 2007 floods recommended 
that surface water management plans should provide the basis for 
managing flood risk. 

4 March 

�
Defra publishes report on Environmental Action Fund  

 
 

Defra today [3 March] announced the publication of the evaluation 
report on the work of the Environmental Action Fund. 

The Environmental Action Fund was formally launched in 1992 with 
the aim of supporting the voluntary and community sector in England 
implement environmental projects. The final report reviews its final 
phase, 2005-8, when EAF focussed on projects that promoted the 
sustainable consumption and production agenda. Over this period, 35 
projects were supported to a total value of £6.7m.   

This report on the EAF concludes that the fund was successful in 
influencing behavioural change, and these successes were mainly in 
increasing recycling and water and energy saving rather than actions 
that might involve bigger lifestyle shifts like flying or in car use. The 
report also shows the successful levels of engagement with the 
public. The report highlights the involvement of at least 78,000 
participants, the support of around 190 community action groups, the 
involvement of between 5,500 and 6,000 volunteers and receipt of 
pledges from at least 10,000 people.  

The Greener Living Fund (GLF), launched in November 2008 will 
build on the success of the EAF and will support voluntary and 
community organisations who help individuals and communities in 
England to live more sustainably, by promoting less damaging life 
styles. The GLF offers two year funding and the delivery phrase runs 



between April 2009 and March 2011. A further announcement about 
selected applicants will be made in summer. 

Further information: 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/eaf/index.htm 
 
3 March 

�
Planning: New planning and climate change guidance 

 
 

 The Homes and Communities Academy set up a new online practice 
guidance that provides support to local planning authorities and 
regional planning bodies to implement the Planning Policy Statement: 
Planning and Climate Change (Climate Change PPS). The Climate 
Change PPS sets out how regional and local planning should 
contribute to carbon emissions reduction and consider the impact of 
climate change. This guidance explains how local authorities can 
implement the policy set out in the Climate Change PPS when 
deciding planning applications or preparing regional spatial strategies 
and local development documents. 

http://www.hcaacademy.co.uk/planning-and-climate-change 

 
�
Waste: Recycling financial scheme 

 
 

Defra has confirmed that no local authorities have expressed an 
interest in running a recycling financial incentive scheme. Local 
authorities in England have until 21 January 2009 to submit an 
expression of interest to run pilot schemes under plans set out in the 
Climate Change Act 2008. This power enables up to five local 
authorities to pilot a scheme offering financial incentives to residents 
to throw away less and recycle more. It is claimed that local authorities 
are reluctant to get involved because the rules for running the scheme 
has not been clear. Defra will continue to provide support to any local 
authorities on sustainable waste management.  
 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/index.htm 
 

�
Waste: Report on excess supermarket packaging 

 
 

 A report commissioned by the LGA found that excessive food 
packaging used by supermarkets is undermining householders' efforts 
to recycle more and is adding to council tax bills. The survey found 
that in a typical basket of shopping, almost 40% of supermarket food 
packaging cannot be easily recycled, which is contributing to the 
estimated £1.8bn councils will spend on landfill tax between 2008 and 
2011. Eight supermarkets were surveyed and the assessment was 
based on the weight of food packaging. It is recommended that 
supermarkets should fund the collection and recycling of excess 
packaging. 



�
Low Carbon Industrial Strategy: A Vision published 

 
 

 The Low Carbon Industrial Strategy sets out the Government's vision 
for a low carbon industrial strategy.  
 
A transition to a low carbon economy is not just an environmental and 
economic imperative, but also an economic opportunity. As we shift 
towards a greener industrial landscape, and as we change the way 
we work, travel, consume, we can reap huge energy savings while 
boosting sustainable job creation and economic growth in the long 
term.  A move to low carbon industry can help the UK weather the 
economic storm, but it can also help secure its long term industrial 
future. 
 
The Government is inviting views on how to achieve this vision, to 
inform policy development towards the Low Carbon Industrial 
Strategy. 
 
Further Information: 
http://www.lgiu.gov.uk/briefing-
detail.jsp?&id=2125&md=0&section=briefing 
 
http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file50373.pdf 

 

�
Display Energy Certificates/ Energy Performance Cer tificates/ Air 
Conditioning reports Framework Agreement user guida nce  

 
 

The Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) has 
undertaken a fully EU compliant tender process to create a 
Framework Agreement, including price frameworks, for suitably 
qualified and experienced organisations to offer efficient and effective 
energy assessment services to provide Display Energy Certificates 
(DECs), Energy Performance Certificates (EPCs) and Advisory 
Reports (ARs) for public buildings in England and Wales. An edited 
version of the document Display Energy Certificates/ Energy 
Performance Certificates/ Air conditioning reports - Framework 
Agreement - user guidance is available on the LGA website: 

 http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1686825 

Contact: andy.de_lord@communities.gsi.gov.uk  for further 
information   

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



Review of UKCIP socio-economic scenarios 

 
 

UKCIP’s socio-economic scenarios were created to help assess the 
potential impacts of future climate change. They have not been widely 
used, but they have had an important bearing on those studies that 
have used them. They are also now 8 years old and although they are 
considered to be valid and useful, UKCIP felt it appropriate to reflect 
on experience gained through their use to date. A team from Kings 
College London were commissioned to critically review the socio-
economic scenarios and advise on the type of tool that might be more 
valuable to users in future. Results of the review are now available at: 

 http://www.ukcip.org.uk/images/stories/Tools_pdfs/SRES_review.pdf. 

   
UKCIP will shortly update the guidance on the use of socio-economic 
information in impacts and adaptation work, but the scenarios 
themselves will remain the same for the time being.  
 
If you have any queries or would like to discuss this work, please 
contact Alastair Brown alastair.brown@ukcip.org.uk or Megan Gawith 
megan.gawith@ukcip.org.uk.   

�
Heatwave plan for Wales 

 
 

The Welsh Assembly Government has launched a consultation 
exercise on its ‘Heatwave Plan for Wales’. The consultation will end 
on 8 May. Welsh and English versions of the consultation documents 
are at: 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/?lang=en (English) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/?skip=1&lang=cy 
(Welsh).  
 
Comments on the plan from organisations throughout the UK are 
welcome.  
 
Meanwhile, the Department of Health is working with the Met Office 
on its own heatwave plans. 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environment/article5709787.ece 
 

�
Climate change impact study for Kent  

 
 

The Kent branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) 
has produced a short document outlining some of the potential 
impacts of climate change on Kent’s countryside. 

 
http://www.cprekent.org.uk/attachments/news/Kent___prepare_for_ch
ange/tomorrowskent.pdf 
 

�



Engineering and Climate Change 

 
 

The Institute of Mechanical Engineers has produced a new report 
‘Climate Change – Adapting to the Inevitable’. The report considers 
the long-term (1,000 years) impact of climate change in 3 locations: 
UK, Shanghai (China) and Botswana. It assumes that the world is 
unsuccessful in efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The 
report goes on to propose ways in which engineers could contribute to 
developing appropriate adaptation.  

 
http://www.imeche.org/about/keythemes/environment/Climate+Chang
e/Adaptation/Adaptation+Report 
 
http://www.channel4.com/news/articles/science_technology/climate+c
hange+uk+must+adapt+to+the+inevitable/2946957 
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_7887000/7887931.stm 
 

�
Design Compass points the way for building designer s 

 
 

The ‘Design Compass’ is an online tool from the Chartered Institution 
of Building Services Engineers (CIBSE). It helps building design 
professionals by incorporating weather and climate change related 
information into a clearly defined framework. It provides a consistent 
pathway linked to a recognised design process. This guides the user 
on the use and selection of present and future weather/climate 
information, and gives links to existing CIBSE guidance and to other 
useful sources of information.  

http://www.cibsedesigncompass.org.uk/ 

 
�
Research programme on avoiding dangerous climate ch ange�

 
 

A new research initiative to advise the UK on avoiding dangerous 
climate change – AVOID – has been launched. Funded by the 
Government and bringing together a research consortium led by the 
Met Office, the research will model future outcomes, considering 
environmental impacts, social and economic consequences, and 
national responses. It initially focuses on supporting negotiations 
within the UNFCCC that are defining the global programme of action 
needed to avoid dangerous climate change.  It also will provide 
information to support global action on responding to unavoidable 
impacts and vulnerabilities. For more information go to: 

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/Content/Detail.asp?ReleaseID=393821&NewsAr
eaID=2. 

 
�
�
�
�



Climate Change film – premiere this month  

 
 

‘The Age of Stupid’ is the latest cinema film to take climate change as 
its theme. Pete Postlethwaite stars as an archivist, living alone in the 
devastated world of 2055, reviewing footage from 2008 and asking: 
why didn’t we stop climate change when we had the chance? The film 
has it’s ‘people’s premiere’ on 15 March at venues around the UK, 
with a cinema release on 20 March.  

http://www.ageofstupid.net/ 

 
�
Community guide to adaptation in Canada  

 
 

‘Canadian Communities’ Guidebook For Adaptation To Climate 
Change’ has been published by Environment Canada’s Adaptation 
and Impacts Research Division. The Guidebook has been written for 
local government and other community-based organisations who are 
looking for ways to reduce the impacts of climate change (increasing 
heat waves, water shortages, intense storms and sea-level rise) while 
decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and ensuring sustainable 
development for their communities. 
 
http://www.forestry.ubc.ca/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=xsexCSatHjo%3d
&tabid=2455&mid=5415&language=en-US 
 

�
EU Updates 
�
Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 

 
 

On 31 March, the European Parliament's energy committee will be 
voting on how the EU's Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 
should be revised. The LGA believes the revision's proposals, as they 
currently stand, would put too much financial and administrative 
burden on local authorities. Ahead of this important meeting, the LGA 
has sent UK MEPs voting recommendations. 
 
Background Papers: 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/1599724 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/1251541 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/772741 
 

�
Biowaste Management Green Paper 

 
 

The European Commission has been consulting on a green paper 
which looks at the management of biowaste in the EU, and whether 
harmonised rules or additional targets are needed. The LGA has used 
feedback from local authority experts to develop a response. Local 
authorities need a framework to guide investment decisions but any 
new proposals must not prevent existing treatment capacity from 
operating.    



 
Further information: 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=18824 
 

 
Events 
�
Getting ready for the Carbon Reduction Commitment –  LGiU Good 
Practice Event 

 
 

Many local authorities are already playing their part in tackling climate 
change by reducing carbon emissions. But with the Carbon Reduction 
Commitment starting in April 2010 you need to change your approach 
to make sure you are prepared for the UK’s first mandatory carbon 
trading scheme.  
  
If your local authority uses over 6,000 MWh electricity per year then 
you will be required to take part. That means you will need accurate 
records of all your core energy use; you will have to purchase carbon 
allowances to cover all of the organisations carbon emissions; and 
you will be responsible for carbon emissions from schools. These are 
just a few of the challenges that local authorities need to start 
preparing for. 
  
What will the event will give you?  
  

·  You will here the latest developments from the DECC team to 
understand the regulations and guidance for CRC.  

·  Hear practical guidance that will help you prepare for CRC.  
·  Learn from those who have been piloting carbon trading over 

the last year.  
·  Plenty of opportunity to discuss and debate the challenges 

your local authority is facing in preparing for CRC. 
 
Date: Wednesday 18 May 2009  
Time: 10am to 3.30pm 
Venue: Central London (TBC) 
 
Who should attend? 
 
Councillors and officers responsible for finance , legal , climate 
change  and energy management . 
 

�



Climate Change and Local Transport – LGiU Good Prac tice Event 

 
 

What will the event will give you ? 
·  This event will explain the consequences of recent government 

policy on climate change and transport for local authorities.  
·  This event will give delegates an opportunity to help the 

Department for Transport to develop its carbon reduction 
strategy.  

·  This event will help delegates to develop strategies for their 
local authorities that combine good quality transport with a low 
carbon future.  

·  This event will explore the implications for transport strategy of 
the predicted two degree rise in average global temperatures. 

 
Date: 6 May 2009 
Time: 10am to 3pm 
Venue: Central London  
 
Who should attend 
  
Councillors and officers responsible for: 

·  Transport policy and implementation  
·  Climate change strategy  
·  National Indicator NI 186  
·  Local buses  
·  Parking 
 

�
Preparing Local Authorities for the Carbon Reductio n Commitment – 
LGA/DECC Conference 

 
 

This one day event will give delegates a clear brief on the CRC and 
how it will affect them as participants. The programme includes: 
 

·  Updates from DECC and others on the policy background, 
timelines and latest developments on CRC including how CRC 
interfaces with NI185: Percentage CO2 reductions from LA 
operations, Energy Performance of Building Directive (EPBD) 
and zero carbon buildings.  

·  Signposts to tools, organisation and resources which can offer 
local authorities further help and support in preparing for CRC. 
Practical examples from councils preparing for April 2010. 

·  Opportunities to feed back to DECC on their consultation 
proposals. 

 
This conference is free for LGA member authorities only. 
 
Date: 27 April 2009  
Time: 9am to 4pm 
Venue: Cavendish Centre, 22 Duchess Mews, London, W1G 9DT 
 



Who should attend 
 
Lead members, portfolio holders and Officers for Corporate Policy, 
Energy Management and Finance. 
 

�
Media News 
 
Councils told to reduce size of bins 

 

Councils have been instructed by the Waste Improvement Network to 
reduce the size of wheelie bins by 40% to encourage recycling. A 
spokesperson for the LGA said: "It's a state of mind. We've all been 
there, if you are provided with a cavernous wheelie, you are guilty of 
dumping anything in it." It is also being claimed that fortnightly bin 
collections have led to an increase in urban foxes. 
 
Telegraph p7, Sunday Express p6 – 2 March 
 

�
Return to traditional values ‘is best way to tackle  litter’ 

 
 

A revival of traditional Saturday morning community 'litter picks' and 
1950s-style penny-for-a-bottle schemes is needed to help prevent 
Britain's countryside from an unprecedented rubbish epidemic, 
according to heritage campaigners. The call has been made as a 
report revealed that the amount of rubbish on the streets had grown 
by 500 per cent since the 1960s and costs local taxpayers £500 
million a year to tackle. 
 
Telegraph, p13 – 9 March 
 

�
Litter fines fury 

 
 

More litter louts must be hit with £80 spot fines to help clean up our 
messy streets, the Campaign to Protect Rural England demanded 
yesterday. Most litter is dropped from cars and councils want more 
powers to catch offenders. 
 
Mirror p6 – 10 March 

�
Less light might not mean more accidents 

 
 

A report from the Department for Transport is likely to dismiss the 
widely held belief that street lighting reduces accidents by 30 per cent 
- to the delight of campaigners against light pollution. 
 
Society Guardian p7 – 11 March 

�
�
�
�
�
�



Twice as much recycled as five years ago 

 
 

Households are recycling twice as much rubbish as they were five 
years ago, according to figures released today. Research shows that 
£1.1bn of recyclables have been processed since 2003. 
 
Mirror p16 – 16 March 

�
‘Bin Police’ claims against councils 

 
 

Householders that put the wrong kind of rubbish in different bins and 
will be encouraged to 'do better' if they fail to recycle properly. It has 
also been claimed that rises in landfill tax from 1 April could see rises 
in council tax bills.  
 
Express p10, Mail p9 – 16 March 
 

�
Councils chip two million bins 

 
 

Householders are facing 're-education' home visits for producing too 
much rubbish after figures released under freedom of information 
laws revealed that councils have microchipped two million bins. 
 
Sunday Times p12 – 16 March 
 

�
Cultivate greener cities, government told 

 
 

Switching public spending from 'grey' projects building roads and 
expanding airports, to 'green' schemes creating parks and allotments, 
would save billions of pounds, improve health, cut climate emissions 
and create jobs, say official advisers to the government. Natural 
England and the Commission for Architecture and the Built 
Environment (Cabe) say urban areas could be transformed into 
healthier, wealthier and much more pleasant places if green 
infrastructure received even a fraction of the investment allotted to 
'grey' areas. 
 
Guardian p5 – 23 March 
 

�
Firm collapses under mountain of waste 

 
 

A recycling business that was left with a mountain of waste it could not 
sell on has gone bust. Greencycle in County Durham failed to 
renegotiate its collection contract with Durham County Council and 
rubbish lorries will now have to carry out kerbside collections. To 
reassure householders, the four Durham council districts involved 
have had signs fitted to bin wagons explaining that the material will not 
simply be dumped alongside household waste. 
 
Telegraph p10 – 27 March 
 

�



�


