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Councils condemn Heathrow expansion go-ahead 
 
 

Councils across London have condemned the government’s 
controversial decision to approve a third runway at Heathrow airport, 
and declared ministers’ promises that environmental targets could be 
met as “not worth the paper they are written on”. 
 
The 2M group, a cross-party alliance of 22 councils in London and 
surrounding boroughs, said it would continue to fight the plans, 
possibly by taking legal action. Council leaders say the expansion will 
cause extra noise and air pollution and traffic chaos around Heathrow, 
causing “irreparable damage” to residents’ lives. Transport secretary 
Geoff Hoon announced the decision to MPs, saying that “the 
government remains convinced that additional capacity at Heathrow is 
critical to this country’s long term prosperity”. 
 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1485954#1 



 
Lobbying success on renewable energy 
 
 

The work of a UK councillor will make it easier for local authorities 
across Europe to implement European directives on renewable 
energy. Cllr Paula Baker, who sits on the Committee of the Regions, 
met with senior European Commission officials, the French presidency 
and UK MEPs to ensure the European Union’s (EU) renewable energy 
directive was “local government-friendly”. 
 
Her lobbying efforts secured important amendments to the legislation 
which is now more favourable to councils. Of particular concern was 
article 12 which dealt with administrative and planning procedures. 
 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1485355 

 
Environmental case studies published 
 
 

A new collection of case studies on environmental leadership has 
been published by the LGA and IDeA. The publication features 
summaries of what councils are doing to improve the environment and 
provides examples of how authorities can tackle climate change, 
adapt to its impacts, conserve natural resources and improve the local 
environment. 

 
Cllr Margaret Eaton, chairman of the LGA, said: “There are many 
opportunities to initiate and support action that improves our local and 
natural environments.”  

 
Copies are available from info@lga.gov.uk 
 

Adapting to Climate Change: Guidance notes and repo rting date for 
NI188 
 
 

These guidance notes are designed to help manage the process of 
delivering against Performance Indicator NI 188 as part of the Local 
Area Agreement process. The guidance is primarily aimed at 
authorities and their partners. It is also applicable to those Local Areas 
who have not explicitly signed up to NI 188 as a local area target. 
 
For more information see: 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1382860 
 
Find the guidance notes here: http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/1382855 
 
CLG and Defra have confirmed that local authorities must report their 
results for NI 188 - planning to adapt to climate change - by 29 May 
2009. 
 
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/nottingham/Nottingham-
Declaration/Resources-events-links/News-Items/Date-for-reporting-
on-NI-188-confirmed-as-May-2009/(energysavingtrust)/151268 



Councillors are being given the opportunity to lear n about what political 
leadership means when it comes to climate change. 
 
 

The Improvement and Development Agency (IDeA) is developing a 
climate change module as part of its Leadership Academy. The 
session will take place in March and is designed for elected members 
with portfolios relating to climate change including environment and 
planning, transport, regeneration and housing.  
 
The closing date for applications was 30 January. For more 
information email dan.mccartney@idea.gov.uk 

 
'Green new deal' to create jobs 
 

 

Thousands of new jobs could be created through investment in the 
low-carbon economy, according to a new report by the LGA. 
 
The LGA unveiled plans for a ‘green new deal’ at a climate change 
conference in Manchester, which would help generate up to 150,000 
new jobs, save carbon, cut fuel poverty and increase the country’s 
energy security. 
 
Read more at: 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1517544 

 
Impacts of Climate Change on Health and Social Care  
 

 

Research commissioned by Hertfordshire Environmental Forum in 
partnership with the NHS Environment Group, and Hertfordshire 
County Council Adult Care Services has highlighted for the first time 
the likely implications of climate change for health and social care 
service provision at the local level. 
 
For more information and a copy of the report visit: 
http://www.hertsdirect.org/envroads/environment/greenissues/climatec
hange/whatwearedoingaboutcc/partnershipworkingcc/partnersworking
/ 

 
Call to action 
 
 

Manchester city council has vowed to reduce its carbon emissions by 
a third – the equivalent of driving an average new car more than 3.4 
billion miles. 
 
The ‘Manchester climate change call to action’ is the latest step in the 
city’s goal of reducing its annual CO2 output by more than one million 
tonnes by 2020. The council is set to draw up a detailed action plan to 
be approved later this year, setting out how it plans to make the cuts 
over the next 12 years. 

 
2008 and 2009 – more warm years for planet Earth? 

 

A preliminary report from the World Meteorological Office suggests 
that 2008 will, globally, be the 10th warmest on record. Even so, the 
global mean temperature of 14.3 degrees C is down on recent years: 



 thought to be a result of the La Nina in the Pacific, which is generally 
associated with cooler global temperatures. As for 2009, climate 
scientists at the Met Office and University of East Anglia think it likely 
that we will have another warm year (globally), with the greater 
chance of record global temperatures returning after 2009. 

3.1  
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/corporate/pressoffice/2008/pr20081216.ht
ml 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/corporate/pressoffice/2008/pr20081230.ht
ml 

 
New Scottish study on landslides, climate change an d roads 
 
 

The Scottish Road Network Landslides Study considers the possible 
impacts of climate change on the potential for landslides in Scotland.  
The report includes recommendations for establishing a monitoring 
network and an action plan to minimise disruption from landslides. 
 
Summary available from: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/reports/publications-and-
guidance/road/j10103-00.htm 
 
Full report available from: 
 http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/reports/publications-and-
guidance/road/j10107-00.htm 

 
Definition of zero carbon homes and non-domestic bu ildings 
 
 

The consultation Definition of zero carbon homes and non domestic 
buildings follows from the Building A Greener Future - Policy 
Statement (2007) which set out what zero carbon means for homes. 
The consultation seeks views on a proposed definition of zero carbon 
homes, which is intended to apply to all new homes built from 2016. It 
also seeks views on Government's ambition that new non-domestic 
buildings should be zero carbon from 2019 (with earlier targets for 
schools and other public buildings). 
 
Local authorities will be significantly affected by the resulting policy in 
the following areas: 

·  carbon reduction commitment for large local authorities  
·  action on fuel poverty, through fuel savings  
·  social housing compliancy with the Code for Sustainable 

Homes  
·  Planning and Climate Change policy  
·  renewable energy commitments on new and refurbished 

buildings  
·  jobs creation, with new skills necessary within the low carbon 

economy. 
 
The consultation will allow local authorities to contribute to shaping 
policy that will impact on their local areas. The consultation ends 18 
March 2009. 



 
Full briefing available from: http://www.lgiu.gov.uk/briefing-
detail.jsp?id=2068&md=0&section=briefing 

 
‘Pay as you throw’ shelved 

 
 

Government plans for a ‘pay as you throw’ bin-charging scheme have 
been shelved after no councils came forward to take part in a pilot. 
 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1518216 

 
Nuclear reaction 
 
 

Councils are asking residents what they think about having a new 
generation of nuclear reactors built in their backyard as the 
government explores the possibility of reviving this controversial 
energy source, write Alan McGoff of the Environment Agency and Bill 
MacDonald of the Health and Safety Executive. 
 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1542473 

 
Flood alert 

 
 

Partnership working can help prepare for future flooding events, writes 
George McNamara of the British Red Cross. 
 
Thirteen lives lost, 44,600 households flooded, thousands of people 
left without electricity or water, £3bn worth of damage and an even 
higher personal and emotional cost. That was the horrific and 
damaging effect of the summer floods in 2007. 
 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1546665 

 
Blowin' in the wind - "Have your say" 
 
 

Wind farms are a major but controversial part of the government’s 
renewable energy strategy. With hundreds of turbines appearing 
across the country and many more planned, Deborah Lewis reports 
on council opposition. 
 
"Is wind power the best way for the UK to meet its renewable 
energy target?  Share your view here"  
 
Wind power is the cornerstone of the government’s strategy to meet 
its EU target of producing 20% of all energy through renewable 
sources by 2020, as well as tackling climate change. 

 
In the eye of the storm 

 
 

A year has passed since the LGA’s climate change commission 
published its final report. The LGA’s Kate Smith looks at the progress 
made by the sector in tackling global warming and what still needs to 
be done. 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1485854 



 
Winter warmers 
 Warm zone projects are being run by councils around the country to 

help provide energy efficiency improvements to those most in need. 
Cllr Miranda Cox explains how Torridge district council is playing its 
part in reducing fuel poverty. 
 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1395752 
 

 
Consultation on Severn Tidal Power Feasibility Stud y 
 The study - which is now roughly half way through - is gathering and 

assessing up-to-date evidence to enable Government to decide 
whether or not to support tidal power development in the Severn 
Estuary. Ten potential development options have been considered so 
far (including barrages, lagoons, a tidal reef and tidal fence) and as 
part of a 3 month public consultation the Government is now seeking 
views on: 

·  a recommended shortlist of schemes for more detailed analysis 
this year;  

·  the scope of the Strategic Environmental Assessment that is 
being carried out within the feasibility study;  

·  the issues the feasibility study is considering and how these are 
being approached. 

 
http://www.decc.gov.uk/severntidalpower/index.htm 
 

 
CCC to report on new aviation emissions cap  

 

The Committee on Climate Change (CCC) has been asked by the 
Government to conduct a review into how UK aviation emissions can 
be limited to below 2005 levels in 2050. The aviation target will play a 
useful role in buttressing the UK’s overall commitment to an 80% 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions (below 1990 levels) in 2050. 
 

 
Proposal would ease microgeneration planning 
 A proposal to make it easier to install small-scale renewable heating 

and electricity generation devices has been put forward by a former 
environment spokesman for the Conservatives.  
 
Peter Ainsworth has put forward a Private Members Bill to get rid of 
"bureaucratic blockages" that slow down the planning process for the 
devices. 
 
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Resources/Daily-
news/Renewable-energy2/Proposal-would-ease-microgeneration-
planning/(energysavingtrust)/156371 
 

 



LGiU Local Sustainability Briefing 
 
Sustainable development 
 Local decision making and sustainable development: LSPs, 

Sustainable Community Strategies and LAAs 
This report is the result of the Sustainable Development Commission's 
project on Capability for Sustainable Development. The SDC 
commissioned research into current good practice of delivering 
sustainable development through LSPs. The new performance 
framework gives local authorities and LSP partners a strengthened 
range of powers and responsibilities that can be used to deliver 
sustainable development. By combining the resources of partners the 
report identifies broader tangible benefits of using a sustainable 
development approach, such as financial benefits, risk management 
and community leadership. The report points to a set of ‘key 
ingredients' or methods that will help deliver sustainable development. 
This includes examples of developing leadership in political and senior 
management; developing sustainable development ‘know-how'; 
governance for sustainable development; and using sustainability 
tools such as appraisal collaboratively. The report also emphasises 
the need for external leadership to support local delivery, including 
consistent messages from central government. 
 
There are two additional resources that sit alongside this report: 

·  research report Capability for Local Sustainability  
·  a series of case studies co-produced by IDeA. 

 
 
Biodiversity 
 Halting biodiversity loss 

The environmental audit committee has published a report regarding 
the government's target to halt biodiversity loss by 2010. The 
committee conclude that as the government is unlikely to meet this 
target there should be a new approach to halt and reverse biodiversity 
loss by 2020. This should be led by an ecosystem assessment to look 
at biodiversity beyond areas that are already protected. There is a 
specific recommendation that Communities and Local Government 
must align policies with the ecosystem approach. Also, the focus on 
economic growth in regional development agencies is having a 
detrimental effect on biodiversity and broader sustainability issues. 
 

 
Climate change 
 A persuasive climate: Personal trading and changing lifestyles 

The RSA have been leading research into the potential of personal 
carbon trading to reduce carbon emissions through their project 
CarbonLimited. While there continues to be a number of barriers to a 
nationwide personal carbon trading project there is still potential to 
develop this model. The research found that if carbon trading were to 
be introduced locally on a voluntary basis there would be more 



willingness to get involved. Furthermore this could be evolved into a 
community carbon trading model, where individuals are brought into a 
more supportive network by trading within or between community 
groups. This brings together the participative elements of the more 
traditional models of personal carbon trading, but with rewards and 
incentives tied to community-scale adaptations to climate change. The 
RSA's legacy from its CarbonLimited project will be to hand over 
CarbonDAQ to the Local Government information Unit (LGIU) to 
explore the idea of community carbon trading. 

 
Housing 
 Greener homes for the future? An environmental analysis of the 

Government's house-building plans  
The Environmental Audit Committee held an inquiry into the 
Government's target to build three million new homes by 2020 and 
also deliver environmental goals. In particular, the high-profile policy 
for all new homes to be zero-carbon by 2016, with a progressive 
tightening of mandatory energy efficiency standards up to that date. 
There is concern from the Committee that there is an over-reliance on 
market mechanisms to deliver sustainability rather then enforcing 
standards. For instance transferring the standards for eco-towns to all 
major developments. The financial events of 2008 reinforce these 
concerns and there is a recommendation that the target is made more 
realistic and viable, without watering down the environmental 
ambitions. In fact there could be an opportunity to invest in skills and 
supply chains to improve construction standards. 

 
Sustainable energy 
 Powering Our Lives: Sustainable Energy Management and the Built 

Environment  
This Foresight report into the future of sustainable energy examined 
policy that would decarbonise the energy used in the UK and also 
secure supplies in the long term. In order to do this the report looks 
into the relationships between energy systems, the built environment, 
and the human activities within it.  A transition is needed in the way 
energy is sourced and used. However, this is not simply a shift in 
technology. The report emphasizes the need to recognize the social, 
political and economic interdependencies as well as the technology 
that shapes energy systems and demand. There is still uncertainty 
about which policies will lead to decarbonisation and the report used 
four alternative scenarios to stimulate debate. The report concludes 
that there are still strategic challenges that need to be overcome, such 
as the over-reliance on a centralised system and encouraging 
behaviours that enable decarbonisation. There are also 
implementation challenges, including the need to upgrade existing 
buildings, places, and spaces and leading by example across 
government and the public sector. 

 



Waste 

 

Consultation on the Implementation of the Batteries and Accumulators 
Directive:  Waste battery collection and recycling provisions 
This consultation seeks views on draft regulations for the 
implementation of the EU Directive on Batteries and Accumulators 
and Waste Batteries and Accumulators. The Batteries Directive 
applies to all types of batteries and includes a producer obligation to 
improve the environmental performance of these batteries. This 
includes the life cycle of batteries, which will include requirements for 
the organisations (including local authorities) involved in the treatment 
and recycling of waste batteries. 

 
Water 
 Consultation on Draft Statutory Instruments to amend provision of the 

Water Resources Act 1991 for Water Protection Zones and related 
draft statutory guidance for the Environment Agency 
This consultation is on measures to protect waters in England from 
pollution from agriculture. The Environment Agency will be able to 
designate Water Protection Zones (WPZ) to tackle diffuse water 
pollution as part of River Basin Management Plans. In a WPZ any 
activities can be prohibited or managed that are likely to result in 
damage to, or pollution of, waters in the area. Each WPZ will need to 
be consulted on locally before a proposal to create a WPZ is sent to 
the Secretary of State or Welsh Minister for approval. The timetable 
for River Basin Management Plans is sign-off by December 2009 and 
implemention by December 2012 - the WPZ provisions will need to be 
ready to fit in to the River Basin Management Plans. 
 
Consultation on the draft river basin management plans  
This consultation seeks views on Draft River Basin Management 
Plans that have been put together for each of the 11 river basin 
districts. For each river basin district the main issues about the quality 
of the river basin have been identified and some key actions have 
been proposed for tackling them. The consultation covers these three 
broad questions: 

·  Do you agree with what this plan aims to achieve?  
·  Have the right actions been identified?  
·  Can you help achieve the targets set? 

  
The consultation is open until 22 June 2009.  The LGiU will produce a 
briefing which explains the role of local government 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Events 
 
Middlesbrough Council open day 
 Date:  Tuesday 17 February 2009, 10am to 2pm 

Venue:  Tees Valley Chinese Community Centre, Harmony House, 
Middlesbrough 
Cost:  Free 
Following a successful November 2008 event, Middlesbrough Council 
again offers the opportunity to find out how climate change is being 
tackled in the borough.  
  
The event enables direct contact with council officers and the council’s 
key partners and is open to local authority officers and their partner 
organisations. 
 
To book your place, please contact: 
Stephen Calvert 
01642 728082  
email: stephen_calvert@middlesbrough.gov.uk  

 
Addressing climate change through the planning syst em 
 Date:  Tuesday 3 March 2009, 9.30 to 4pm 

Venue:  Barking Learning Centre, Barking 
Cost:  Free 
  
The London Borough of Barking and Dagenham is using the planning 
system to reduce its carbon footprint and promote environmental 
sustainability.  
  
Regeneration sites in the borough have embraced opportunities to 
minimise carbon emissions and ensured developments mitigate the 
effects of climate change.  
  
In attending this conference you can learn how decisions at 
masterplan level have resulted in the creation of a Low Carbon Zone.  
 
You will also find out how communal heating networks and renewable 
energy technologies are entrenched in all new developments in the 
transition towards a greener borough. 
 
For further information and to book a place see: 
http://www.lbbd.gov.uk/6-living/envir-protect/sustainable-
dev/conference/conference.html 

 
Responding to climate change through learning for s ustainability 
 Date:  Tuesday 10 March 2009, 09:30-16:00 

Venue:  Bishops Wood Centre, Stourport-on-Severn, Worcestershire 
Price:  £50 
A conference to explore and share how the county council is 
supporting schools in Worcestershire around the challenge of climate 



change. 
  
This will include the work of architects, engineers, the Education for 
Sustainable Development team, and outdoor and environmental 
learning that contributed to beacon status. 
  
Deadline for bookings is Friday 13 February 2009.  
  
To book a place please contact: 
Rowenna Skidmore 
01905 822029 
Beacon@worcestershire.gov.uk 

 
Local action on climate change: challenges and oppo rtunities 
 Date:  Tuesday 10 and Wednesday 11 March 2009 

Venue:  Middlesbrough 
The event focuses on the practical steps we can all take to help tackle 
the issues that arise from global warming. From measures to reduce 
the greenhouse gas emissions that are fuelling climate change to the 
efforts needed to adapt to a changing world. 
  
The event, jointly hosted by Middlesbrough Council, Middlesbrough 
Environment City and Forum for the Future, features a wide range of 
internationally recognised speakers. 
 
To book your place, please contact: 
Stephen Calvert 
01642 728082 
stephen_calvert@middlesbrough.gov.uk 

 
Sustainable energy tours 
 Dates:  25 February, 18 March, 22 April, 11 June 2009 

Cost:  Free 
Venue:  Eastleigh Civic Offices 
A coach tour around the borough describing the installation process of 
solar thermal panels, a 6kW wind turbine, ground source heat pump, 
the early stages of a micro-hydro project and the small combined heat 
and power plant serving the leisure centre and Civic Offices. 
  
Contact: 
Jane Altounyan, Beacon Council Coordinator: 
023 8068 8274 
BeaconCouncil08@eastleigh.gov.uk 

 


