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Climate Change Act 2008
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@=-] The Climate Change Act received Royal Assent on 26 November
anee) 2008 introducing the world's first long term legally binding framework

tackle the dangers of climate change. Some of the key provisions

of the Act are:

Legally binding targets for the UK to reduce carbon dioxide
emissions by at least 80% by 2050 and 26% by 2020.

A Carbon Budgeting System  which caps emissions over five year
periods, with three budgets set at a time, to set out our trajectory to
2050.

Creation of a Committee on Climate Change , a new
independent expert body to advise the Government on the level of
carbon budgets and where cost effective savings could be made.
International aviation and shipping emissions. The Government
will include international aviation and shipping emissions in the Act




or explain why not to Parliament by 31 December 2012.

Use of International Credits . Government is required to “have
regard to the need of the UK domestic action climate change” when
considering how to meet the UK'’s targets and carbon budgets

A list of the key provisions and key aims underpinning the Climate
Change Act can be found at:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/uk/legislation/pro
visions.htm

Copies of the Climate Change Act can be obtained via the OPSI
website:

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2008/pdf/ukpga 20080027 en.pdf

Committee on Climate Change established and theirr  eport ‘Building a
low-carbon economy — the UK’s contribution to tackl ing Climate
Change’ published
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The Climate Change Act 2008 became law on 26 November 2008.

One of the key provisions of the Act was the creation of a Committee
on Climate Change (CCC). The CCC was established as an
independent expert body on 1 December 2008 and will advise
Government on the level of carbon budgets and on where cost
effective savings can be made. The CCC will submit annual reports to
Parliament on The UK'’s progress towards targets and budgets to
which the Government must respond, thereby ensuring transparency
and accountability on an annual basis. See the CCC website for
further detail: http://www.theccc.org.uk/

The CCC's Inaugural report ‘Building a low-carbon economy — the
UK’s contribution to tackling climate change’ was published on 1
December 2008. The report contains the CCC’s recommendations on
the 2050 emissions reduction target and advises on the levels of the
UK's first three legally binding carbon budgets for 2008-2022. The full
report, press release, key messages and executive summary can be
found at:

http://www.theccc.org.uk/reports/

Further information on the Climate Change Act 2008, its aims and key
provisions can be found at:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/uk/legislation/inde
x.htm




Energy Act 2008
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The Energy Act received Royal Assent in November 2008. The Act
works towards a number of policy objectives: carbon emissions
reduction, security of supply, and competitive energy markets. Its
main legislative areas include: offshore gas infrastructure, carbon
dioxide storage, Renewables Obligation, decommissioning of energy
installations (nuclear, offshore renewables, and offshore oil and gas)
and offshore transmission as well as several other areas. In essence,
The Energy Act underpins the achievement of the new tougher legally
binding CO; reduction targets set out in the Climate Change Act by
creating the right legislative framework to support investment in more
low carbon sources of energy.

The following elements of the Act are of particular relevance to local
authorities:

Electricity from Renewable Sources : changes to
Renewables Obligation (RO), designed to increase renewables
generation, as well as the effectiveness of the RO

Feed in tariffs for small scale, low carbon generators of
electricity

Smart Meters : the Act mandates a roll-out of smart meters to
medium sized businesses over the next five years

Renewable heat incentives : the establishment of a financial
support mechanism for those generating heat from renewable
sources.

A summary briefing of the Act can be found at:

http://www.lgiu.gov.uk/briefing-
detail.jsp?&id=2052&md=0&section=briefing

The full document can be found at:

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2008/ukpga 20080032 en 1

Planning Act 2008

S
—
Climate

Chanhge

The Planning Act received Royal Assent in November 2008. The Act
puts plans in place for the creation of an independent infrastructure
Planning Commission. This new Commission will be responsible for
making decisions on major infrastructure of national significance. The
Commissions decisions will be guided by National Policy Statements.
While local authorities will be consulted on these developments, the
final decision will be taken by the Commission, which may be a
concern for local communities.

The Act also brings in the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). The
CIL will allow local authorities to charge developers for infrastructure.
There will be concern that this is an unlikely way of finding funding for
crucial infrastructure in the current economic climate.



There are also changes to existing local planning policy. Notably,
Regional Spatial Strategies and Development Plan Documents will
need to contribute to Climate Change Policy.

The Planning Act will ensure that the legislative framework set out in
the Energy Act that supports investment in more low carbon sources
of energy, and other energy projects which are key to a security of
energy supply, are dealt with by an efficient and fair planning process.

A summary briefing of the Act can be found at:

http://www.lgiu.gov.uk/briefing-
detail.jsp?id=2054&md=0&section=briefing

The full document can be found at:

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2008/ukpga 20080029 en 1

Carbon Reduction Commitment — Important Update
The consultation on the Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC)
Regulations, which were planned for the autumn 2008, will now take
-— place in February 2009. The LGA is keen to develop its position on
| CRC (both up to and during the consultation), and therefore
encourages all member authorities to continue to pass on any
LIl observations or evidence to help inform the LGA’s final response.
Please send this through info@Iga.gov.uk

Bio-energy Capital Grants Scheme: Round 5

15 December 2008

Round 5 of the Bio-energy Capital Grants Scheme is now open for
applications until at least 30 April 2009. The scheme provides capital
grants to support the installation of biomass-fuelled heat and
combined heat and power projects, including anaerobic digesters, in
England.

)

The scheme is open to the industrial, commercial and community
sector. This includes but is not restricted to, public and private limited
companies (Ltd and plc), sole traders, farmers, local authorities,
hospitals, universities, schools, housing associations, charities etc.
Householders and individuals are not eligible.

There is a variable grant rate of up to 40% of the difference in cost of
installing the biomass boiler or CHP plant compared to installing the
fossil fuel alternative. The maximum single award is £500,000 per
installation. There is no minimum award threshold.

Applications will be assessed as and when they are received, rather



than being left until the end of the application window. The aim is to
notify applicants of the decision on their project within 4-6 weeks of
receipt of the application.

Responsibility for the scheme has transferred from Defra to DECC.
The round is being administered on DECC'’s behalf by AEA.

Detailed guidance notes explaining the scheme, and the application
form, are available to download from the Bio-energy Capital Grants
Scheme website.

Name Change for UKCIP08
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Defra Ministers have agreed to change the title of the UK 21st century
climate change scenarios (short form: UKCIP08), to UK Climate
Projections (short form: ‘the projections’, or UKCPO9 to denote this
first version). The new title is flexible enough to encompass any future
updates to the climate information. The main change that you will see
is a revised logo that will soon begin to appear on presentations,
handouts and online. The new title will apply to all information and
products within the former UKCIP0O8 family, so a revised version of
‘The climate of the UK and recent trends’, published in December
2007, will be produced in the new year.
http://www.ukcip.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&i
d=163&Itemid=293.

UK Climate Projections — Dummy Data available inth e New Year
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As a result of the delay to the launch of the UK Climate Projections,
UKCIP is making a dummy data set of the probabilistic projections
available. This dummy data set will contain projections over land and
marine areas, and will be made freely available to all interested parties
(you will need to sign an agreement about its use). The dummy data
set is to enable users, who were expecting to see the real thing last
month, to get a feel for what the data will look like, and how they are
formatted and structured. It is expected that the dummy data set will
be available in early January 2009. A further announcement will be via
enews and on the UKCIP website made when the dummy data is
ready for use. In the meantime, to register your interest in receiving
the data, please email paul.bowyer@ukcip.org.uk.

New websites for key climate change organisations
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The Environment Agency and Met Office have both refreshed their
websites in the last month, for easier access to the services they offer.

The Environment Agency site has a revised look and a simpler,
more intuitive structure, to make it easier to locate relevant
information, and an improved search facility. Flood risk information
is clearly highlighted on the home page, and work has been done



to make sure that the site can cope with high levels of demand for
information. To take a look, go to www.environment-agency.gov.uk.

The Met Office website has new styling and improved navigation
and features. The site is easier to navigate, and information
presented in different ways, to suit a variety of audiences. New
features include the use of podcasts, and users can customise their
home page and create bookmarks. The information on climate
change has been brought together under a single heading:
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climatechange/ available from the
home page. http://www.metoffice.gov.uk

Information on Climate Change — Online Resources
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A couple of useful climate change science resources have some to
our attention. Neither resource is for the absolute novice, as they
assume some technical knowledge, but worth looking at.

Environment Canada has produced a revision to its ‘Frequently
Asked Questions on Climate Science’. It is well laid-out and easy to
navigate with some useful graphics.
http://www.ec.gc.ca/scitech/default.asp?lang=En&n=2A953C90-1

Online climatology textbook

This online textbook from the Université catholique de Louvain (in
English) claims to be suitable for undergraduate level readers. The
html format is easy to navigate and loads quickly. An extensive
glossary helps with many of the more technical terms.
http://stratus.astr.ucl.ac.be/textbook/index.html

Skills Need to Respond to Climate Change
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The University of Exeter held a Skills and Knowledge for Climate
Change event in September, to consider what skills and qualifications
employers are looking for to help them respond to climate change.
The outputs are now available to download at;

http://www.exeter.ac.uk/postgraduate/climatechange.shtml.

This includes presentations, reports and links to other relevant
information.

Flooding — Government response to the Pitt Review (  LGA)

Local authorities will play a key role in preventing future flooding the
government has said in its long-awaited response to the Pitt Review.

It will give councils £15m to help them take a lead role in future flood
risk management.



The move, announced by environment secretary Hilary Benn, is one
of a series of measures planned in response to Sir Michael Pitt's
review of last summer’s devastating floods.

The LGA has been calling for a greater leadership role for councils,
but there are concerns that the funding will not be enough to ensure
all areas are protected. Nearly two thirds of councils told the LGA they
do not have enough funds to fulfil their flood risk responsibilities. (see
below)

For more information see:

http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageld=1314520

http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/1311962

18 December

Flooding — Government response to the Pitt Review ( LGIU and Steer)

The LGIU have published a new briefing on the Pitt Review —
Government Response. The briefing explains the government's
response to the Pitt Review into the Summer 2007 floods.

The Pitt Review took a comprehensive look at what went well and
badly during the exceptional flooding that took place in the summer of
2007. In all the Pitt Review made 92 Recommendation covering all the
main issues.

The government has responded positively to nearly all of these
recommendations and in doing so has, in effect, produced an action
plan within this official response.

The government accepts one of Pitt's main recommendations that
local government should play a central role and suggests that counties
and unitaries start to establish local partnerships to manage flooding
especially surface and ground water flooding.

To support the plan the government is putting £15m new 'Pitt Fund'
money into local government. Most of the rest of the Pitt Fund is going
to the Environment Agency.

The Bellwin formula appears to have survived close scrutiny and will
remain.

For more information see:
http://www.lgiu.gov.uk/briefing-detail.jsp?id=2064&md=0&section=briefing

24 December



Flood Forecasting Centre Announced to Improve Respo nse to Flooding
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Environment Secretary Hilary Benn has today [17 December]
announced a new warning centre to help protect people and
businesses from flooding.

The £7.7 million flood forecasting centre, run by the Met Office and
Environment Agency, will improve the country’s ability to predict and
respond to flooding by providing a single national forecasting and alert
service.

It will help emergency responders to prepare for and respond to
flooding. The service will complement the existing public flood
warning arrangements from the Environment Agency.

The centre is part of the Government’s action plan in response to Sir
Michael Pitt’s review of the 2007 summer floods, which recommended
that a better warning system was need in the event of flooding.

Extra flood money will not be enough — LGA pressre  lease

P
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An LGA ‘on the day briefing’ welcomed the Government’s support for
Sir Michael Pitt's recommendation that local authorities should lead on
the management of local flood risk, but voiced some concerns.

Local government is committed to taking a lead role in ensuring that
there is not a repeat of the devastation the 2007 floods caused.
Environment Board Chairman Paul Bettison said the extra flood
money promised by Government would not be enough.

For full press release and comments see:

http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageld=1311541

17 December

New Environmental Advisory Service Website

P

In the next few weeks the Environmental Advisory Service (EAS) web
content will have a new home inside the Local Government
Association website. The new website has a number of improved
features we hope you will like including:

simpler navigation

improved page search functions

more accessible information (you do not need to register to
access the environmental networks section).

You can preview the new site at www.lga.gov.uk/eas. The old website
address www.eas.local.gov.uk will continue to take you to the old site




however ultimately it will automatically take you to the new website.

EAS would like to hear your thoughts and suggestions regarding the
EAS and are particularly keen to hear your ideas of how they can
make the EAS a useful service for you. The EAS can be contacted by
email on eas@lga.gov.uk

Working Together on Waste

—_

The first report of the new Joint County/District Task group has been
produced focusing on the importance of counties and districts working
together to achieve improved outcomes and efficiencies in handling
waste.

The Task Group for the first time brings together representatives from
the County Councils’ Network Management Committee and the
District Leaders’ Sounding Board to promote and foster best practice
from joint working in two-tier areas.

This publication brings together case studies which demonstrate how
counties and districts across the county have come together to tackle
issues around waste.

The publication can be downloaded from the LGA website:

http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/publications/publication-
display.do?id=1268265

EU Updates

Energy

Proposals were put forward last week which would enable all member
states to invest in energy efficiency and renewable energy measures
for low-income families, with the support of the ERDF.

The press release can be found here:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1874
&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&quiLanguage=en

15 December

Environment — Waste electrical equipment

b e

Councils can expect much higher targets for collection of waste
electrical equipment after the European Commission published its
proposals http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/weee/index_en.htm

to revise the existing Directive on 3 December. The Commission
wants EU members to collect 65% of electrical equipment and stamp
down on the illegal trade of waste outside the EU, but the Commission




has suggested that producers might have to meet the costs of
collection in the future.

15 December

Environment — Biodegradable waste
Local government is being put under pressure from the European

Il commission to tackle the problem of biodegradable waste going to
= landfill. The EU Landfill Directive has targets requiring councils to
E massively reduce the amount of this waste going to landfill but the

Commission thinks more needs to be done to achieve these and
reduce the impact of harmful gases emitted at landfill sites. The
Commission is aiming to spark a debate on potential further legislation
by publishing a Green Paper highlighting potential policy options,
which can be found:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/compost/index.htm

15 December

International Developments

UNFCCC Conference of the Parties (COP) — Poznan Clim ate Change
Conference

With the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol due to end in 2012,
a new framework is being sought beyond that date. The conference of the
parties to the UNFCCC in Poznan in December 2008 marked the half way
point of the complex two-year negotiation, following the meeting in Bali in
December 2007.
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The key outcomes of the Poznan Climate Change Conference can be
found here;

http://www.defra.qgov.uk/environment/climatechange/internat/poznan08.htm

Memorandum of Understanding signed between UK and|  ndonesia

@==) A memorandum of Understanding between the UK and Indonesia was

) signed on 11 December 2008 by Energy and Climate Change Secretary
Ed Miliband, and Indonesian Environment Minister Rachmat Witoelar, at
the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Poznan, Poland.

The pact will see the formation of a UK-Indonesia working group dedicated
to the environment and climate change, which plans to improve forest
conservation, develop renewable energy supplies, promote energy
efficiency measures and work with communities to establish how they can
adapt to the impacts of climate change.

Further information can be found here;



http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/internat/devcountry/in
donesia.htm

Events

Government and Climate Change
— The 2009 Local Government Association (LGA) and Energy Saving
| Trust (EST) climate change conference, ‘In the eye of the storm:
councils at the heart of tackling climate change’ will be held on 21-22
Uil January in Manchester. The programme will consider how local
authorities can both adapt and mitigate to address the challenge of
climate change. For details, go to:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/events/display-event.do?id=1063985.

Developing a Strategic Approach to Flood Risk Manag  ement

Following on from the successful ‘Future Risk of Flooding’

iili; Conference, the LGA is staging a second one day conference on
Flooding which will look at strategic approaches to flood risk

management and will also focus on the proposals highlighted in the

Government’s anticipated draft Floods and Water Bill. The LGA is very

fortunate to welcome back Sir Michael Pitt to the conference on 29th

April 2009. Further details will be available soon on the LGA website:

)
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http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/events/events-list.do

or contact info@Iga.gov.uk

Climate Change, Insurance and Adaptation

===y The Association of British Insurers (ABI) is holding a seminar,

o] ‘Building for the future - adapting to climate change today,' on 27
January 2009. The event will see the launch of ABI's strategy to
prepare the UK for climate change and to discuss the ABI's draft
guidance on property insurance for new developments. For more
details and to register for this free, half-day seminar, please visit:

http://www.abi.org.uk/adaptingtoclimatechange09

Media news

Recycling must continue

= Doorstep collections must continue despite a sharp fall in prices for
E" recycled materials, the Environment Agency said last night. Paul
——) Bettison, Chairman of the LGA’s Environment Board, said: “Councils are
—J already ‘holding their nerve’.”

Times p28 — 5 December



Warning on environmental policies

— Falling commodity prices have cut demand for recycled materials leading
E? to fears that councils will abandon environmental policies, according to
the Environment Agency.

FT p3 — 6 December

Concern over flooding
A survey by the LGA has shown that almost two out of three councils do
not have enough money to protect homeowners from flooding.

Telegraph p2 — 8 December

Energy firms must cut bills
A report released today from the House of Commons Business and
Enterprise Committee will call on energy giants to cut retail bills.

Mail p2, FT p2, Guardian p12 — 12 December

Killer floods
At least two people died as freak storms brought floods to Britain over the
weekend. Some areas were 4ft under water.

Sunday Mirror p15, Sunday Telegraph p6 — 14 December

Recycling stacks up as prices fall

Hundreds of thousands of tons of recycling are stacking up because
contractors are struggling to sell on recycled material. It has been
estimated that up to 15% of all recycling is being stored in warehouses,
as the price of recycled material drops. The LGA said that around a
quarter of councils had increased their temporary storage capacity for
recyclables. Clir Paul Bettison is quoted: "The recycling market is very
immature; no-one foresaw that, in terms of a recession, it can be
extremely volatile".

) (e

Telegraph front page — 30 December



